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Dallas Dressage Club ~ February 2010 

Events Calendar  

!02), ɉÃÏÎÔȭÄɊ 

23-25 HDS Spring Classic I & II and Breed Show  
Great Southwest Equestrian Center / Katy, TX 
Kathy Jones at kkj3156@sbcglobal.net 

MAY 

1 
 
 
 

1-2 
 
 
 

1-2 
 
 
 

1-2 
 
 

15-16 
 
 
 

15-16 
 
 
 

22-23 
 
 
 

23 
 
 
 

29 

Black Star Sport Horses Schooling Show  
Black Star Sport Horses / Rockwall, TX 
Charlene Lynch at (214) 403-0460 or clynch@leonardonline.net 
 

CTDS Bluebonnet Classic I & II  
Manor, TX 
Jan Colley at jtcolley@aol.com 
 

Oklahoma Dressage Society Spring I & II  
Shawnee, OK 
Stacia Wert-Gray at gtgray@aol.com 
 

Memphis in Springtime I & II  
Sandy Donovan at sandydonovan@gmail.com 
 

DDC Spring Shows I & II  
Las Colinas Equestrian Center / Irving, TX 
Barbara Lewis at Lewis_16881@msn.com 
 

Reiterhof Dressage at Silver Hills I & II  
Austin, TX 
Susan Howard at reiterhof@gmail.com 
 

Dressage Across the Lake III & IV  
Folsom, LA 
Betsy Golsing at ghs@cox.net 
 

Sherry Guess Clinic  
Lime Ridge Farm / Fairview, TX 
Alecia Daniel at agd727@msn.com 
 

DDC Schooling Show  
Las Colinas Equestrian Center / Irving, TX 
Michelann Tachibana at schoolingshows@dallasdressage.org 

JUNE 

12-13 
 
 
 

19-20 
 
 
 

26 
 
 
 

27 

HDS Summer Shows I & II  
Great Southwest Equestrian Center / Katy, TX 
Kathy Jones at kkj3156@sbcglobal.net 
 

11th Annual Green Country Dressage Classic  
Claremore, OK 
Anne Kuhns at akuhns@atlasok.com 
 

##ȭÓ 4ÒÁÄÉÎÇ #ÏȢ 3ÃÈÏÏÌÉÎÇ 3ÈÏ× 
Into The Woods / Valley View, TX 
Cheryl Walker or Chris Nicoloff at (469) 855-3983  
 

Sherry Guess Clinic  
Lime Ridge Farm / Fairview, TX 
Alecia Daniel at agd727@msn.com 

JULY 

9-11 
 
 
 

17-18 
 
 
 

31- 
Aug 1 

Blues City Dressage  
Memphis, TN 
Sandy Donovan at sandydonovan@gmail.com 
 

Windy Knoll Farm Summer Dressage Show  
Windy Knoll Farm / Magnolia, TX  
Fran Dearing at franwkf@earthlink.net  
 

DDC Lemonade Daze I & II  
Las Colinas Equestrian Center / Irving, TX 
Barbara Lewis at Lewis_16881@msn.com 

AUGUST 

28 Alamo Dressage Association Fall Dressage Shows I & II  
Boerne, TX 
Jan Colley at jtcolley@aol.com 

FEBRUARY 

6 
 
 
 

13 
 
 
 

13 
 
 
 

13-14 
 
 
 

20-21 
 
 
 

20-21 
 
 
 
 

27 
 
 
 

28 
 
 
 

28 

DDC Awards Banquet  
-ÁÇÇÉÁÎÏȭÓ ÁÔ .ÏÒÔÈÐÁÒË -ÁÌÌ Ⱦ $ÁÌÌÁÓȟ 48 
Pauline Jaroszewicz at awards@dallasdressage.org 
 

DDC Schooling Show  
Las Colinas Equestrian Center / Irving, TX 
Michelann Tachibana at schoolingshows@dallasdressage.org 
 

Janet Foy Seminar  
Rice University BioScience Research Collaborative 
Karen Sannan at karen_sannan@yahoo.com 
 

Lurena Bell Clinic  
Brandywine Farm / Howe, TX 
Chris Nicoloff at cnicoloff@hughes.net 
 

Jan Ebeling Clinic  
North Texas Equestrian Center / Wylie, TX 
Kai Handt at (972) 442-7544 
 

Ȱ)ÍÐÒÏÖÅ 9ÏÕÒ *ÕÄÇÉÎÇ  %ÙÅ Ǫ 3ÈÏ×ÉÎÇ 3ËÉÌÌÓɂWhat Judges 
ÁÒÅ ,ÏÏËÉÎÇ &ÏÒȱ 
Georgetown Library / Georgetown, TX 
Carol Riazzi at (512) 680-7999 or criaz@aol.com  
 

Fairfield Winter Woolies Dressage Schooling Show  
White Oaks Equestrian Center / Pilot  Point, TX 
Clare Morrow at (972) 489-1097 
 

Free In -Hand Clinic and Open House  
LTR Dressage / Pilot Point, TX 
Julie Madriguera at jmadriguera@aol.com 
 

Sherry Guess Clinic  
Lime Ridge Farm / Fairview, TX 
Alecia Daniel at agd727@msn.com 

MARCH 

6-7 
 
 
 

20 
 
 
 

20-21 
 
 
 

21 
 
 
 

27-28 

Freestyle Farm Frostbite Dressage I & II  
Katy, TX 
Christie Raisbeck at trabour@aol.com 
 

Ȱ3ÐÒÉÎÇ ÈÁÓ 3ÐÒÕÎÇȱ 3ÃÈÏÏÌÉÎÇ 3ÈÏ× 
Lime Ridge Farm / Fairview, TX 
Charlene Lynch at (214) 403-0460 or clynch@leonardonline.net 
 

Alamo Dressage Association Spring Dressage Show I & I I 
Boerne, TX 
Jan Colley at jtcolley@aol.com 
 

Sherry Guess Clinic  
Lime Ridge Farm / Fairview, TX 
Alecia Daniel at agd727@msn.com 
 

Dressage Across the Lake and Breed Show  
Folsom, LA 
Betsy Gosling at ghs@cox.net 

APRIL 

10 
 
 
 

10-11 
 
 
 

16-18 
 
 
 

18 

Black Star Sport Horses Schooling Show  
Black Star Sport Horses / Rockwall, TX 
Charlene Lynch at (214) 403-0460 or clynch@leonardonline.net 
 

Reiterhof Presents Spring Fling I & II  
Austin, TX 
Susan Howard at  reiterhof@gmail.com 
 

Texas Dressage Classic I & II  
Texas Rose Horse Park / Tyler, TX 
Lloyd Landkamer at llandkamer@aol.com 
 

Sherry Guess Clinic  
Lime Ridge Farm / Fairview, TX 
Alecia Daniel at agd727@msn.com 

http://www.ShowSecretary.com
http://www.ShowSecretary.com
mailto:criaz@aol.com
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2009 USDF Symposium 
Observations From The Adult Amateur Demo Rider   

By Amy Ganci 
 

 Jan showed me how I was over bending the neck in my 10m circles and how I needed better 
outside rein connection.  Then Jan got on again and showed the crowd BB's stuff - they did lovely half 
pass work. Jan really activated BB's hind leg and he looked just lovely.  Jan discussed with the audience 
what a nice match BB was with me and how it takes a year for a horse/rider pair to really get to know 
one another.  Jan wore a microphone when he rode that made a muffled thumping with the strides 
and it really emphasized what a regular and pure tempo he maintains on the horses regardless of 
length of stride.   Jan also worked with BB and some of the other horses on straightness and relaxation 
before the changes by riding the diagonal without changes to a simple change just before the letter.  
So many of the more trained horses wanted to start changes or tempis and they just had to wait.  Al-
though on Sunday he had me ride the short side in counter canter a couple times, he seemed to prefer 
having the horse walk before the turn while straight, thereby waiting on the aids.  

 Sunday was raining and cold.  A party at the facility Saturday night kept the horses up into late 
night and a marathon race early Sunday morning insured that all of the horses were a bit ramped up 
and BB was no exception.  I went in with a much hotter horse than Saturday, but he stayed obedient 
and through and allowed some difficult work.  After the warm-up, consisting of stretching, round 
work in all three gaits, we started with 10 meter circles to shoulder in for 18 meters to another 10 meter 
circle to travers.  On the long side we went from long to short to long steps trying to maintain the 
same tempo.  Then we worked on a 20 meter circle around Jan, "making" (Jan talk) long to short steps 
without changing tempo and then same stride length, but changing from quick to slow tempo, both in 
trot and canter ɀ then we spiraled in to very collected canter - almost to pirouette canter.  Next we 
worked on achieving the neutral canter on the long side in counter canter and depending on the obe-
dience, a flying change, or if BB was anticipating, around the short side in the counter canter.  Jan 
worked allot on straightness and demonstrated how I was over bending the neck and not getting 
enough bend through the entire body of my horse.  Then we did the diagonal canter work, trying to 
keep a straight neutral canter to a walk. 

 *ÁÎȭÓ ÔÈÅÍÅ ÆÏÒ ÔÈÅ 3ÙÍÐÏÓÉÕÍ ×ÁÓ Ȱ#ÏÍÍÕÎÉÃÁÔÉÏÎ ɀ A Two-7ÁÙ 3ÙÓÔÅÍ ÏÆ 5ÎÄÅÒÓÔÁÎÄÉÎÇȢȱ    
Jan worked with us on finding the horse's comfort gait and work and would go back to that gait and 
work if the horse became tense.  Jan is quick to go back to the very basics of the training scale if things 
go awry or the horse becomes tense ɀ especially relaxation and rhythm.  He is very much about the 
health and happiness of the horse and speaks over and over of the classical training methods.  He is 
creative and almost obsessive about fixing problems through correct work, even if it means taking 
many steps back.  He is another example of the fun it is to school exercises and then the actual test 
movements can accomplish themselves.  I feel fortunate to have had this foundation in all my training 
and the Symposium weekend re-emphasized its importance.  Obviously Mr. Brink knows a world 
about correct work, having kept Briar on the international scene longer than any other Grand Prix 
horse! 

 The other demo riders and their horses were super and I learned so much watching as much as 
I could and speaking with the other riders, most of whom were professionals.  My trainer loved the ex-
ercises Jan used and we all enjoyed hearing Jan's talk Saturday evening.  What I took away from Mr. 
Brink's talk is that the language starts with an independent seat, then solid contact and then soft, clear 
aids.  The aids are like words, once we know the language (seat), we can add words (aids) to our vo-
cabulary.  Until we have the basic language down (seat), we cannot have clear, steady contact, cannot  
 

Continued on Page 4 
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YAHOO! 
 

The Dallas Dressage Club has two Yahoo groups for the members to share and receive information 

about the DDC. The group named "DallasDressageClub" is a outbound only group and will not post mes-

sages or submit replies from general membership. However, the group "DDCChat" is for members to 

catch up with each other, arrange rides, or generally discuss goings -on with the club and club activities.  
 

If you want to be added to either or both of these Yahoo groups, please contact moderator Barbara 

Clarke to have your email address added.  Barbara can be reached at: secretary@dallasdressage.org .  
 

The URLs are:  

http://groups.yahoo.com/group/dallasdressageclub  (to check messages and retrieve files) or http://

groups.yahoo.com/group/ddcchat . To send a message to DDC Chat, email  ddcchat@yahoogroups.com 

and your posts will be available for discussion!  

Dallas Dressage Club ~ February 2010 

2009 USDF Symposium 
Observations From The Adult Amateur Demo Rider   

By Amy Ganci 
 

use each part of our leg ɀ thigh or calf, or otherwise have any hope of clearly communicating with the 
horse.  Jan used the example of a person trying to speak English to one who only speaks Japanese - it 
doesn't matter how loud you scream - he does not speak English!!  The horse is capable of feeling a fly, 
so if he is not doing what you think you are asking, you are NOT speaking the same language or are 
ÂÅÉÎÇ ÕÎÃÌÅÁÒȢ  4ÈÉÓ ÙÅÁÒ ) ÁÍ ÆÉÎÁÌÌÙ ÁÃÈÉÅÖÉÎÇ ÁÎ ÉÎÄÅÐÅÎÄÅÎÔ ÓÅÁÔ ÁÎÄ ÒÅÁÌÉÚÉÎÇ ÎÏÔ ÊÕÓÔ ÉÔȭÓ ÔÈÅ ÉÍȤ
portance, but it is the critical foundation of any correct work ɀ ) ÓÔÉÌÌ ÃÁÎȭÔ ÇÉÖÅ ÅÆÆÅÃÔ ÔÏ ÁÌÌ ÏÆ ÔÈÅ ÁÉÄÓ 
correctly, but I feel confident this will come!  I cannot over-emphasize the importance of the seat to 
other amateurs and young people.  If you will spend the time and pay the painful price (I could barely 
walk for weeks) of a few months of lunge line lessons, a whole new world will open up to you.  Watch 
the incredibly talented trainers and young riders we have in our Region and the successful upper level 
amateurs, and you will see one common similarity ɀ they can all sit the horse, and so their aids are 
clear and they are speaking the same language with their horses. 

 I was thrilled to find Mr. Brink was funny and humble.  He is a tremendous enthusiast and 
clearly loves horses!  It was an honor to ride with him and represent our club at the Symposium. 

 

LURENA BELL @ BELLE TERRE 

in Willis, Texas  
belleterrehorse@gmail.com 

936-890-1028 

 

Lurena Bell teaches individual lessons, clinics, and camps for all levels of riders on all breeds of horses.  Clinics are also held in 

North Texas at BrandyWine Farm (just north of Dallas).  Lurena has ridden with Charles de Kunffy, Carol Lavell, Steffen Peters, 

and George Theodorescu.  Her accomplishments include the following: 

Long listed 5 times with USET on 3 different horses. 

Short listed with USET and rode for the USA in Montreal, Canada.  

Qualified and competed in 3 U. S. Olympic Festivals --- Team Gold and Bronze medalist, Individual Silver medalist 

Numerous Region 9 Championships on all different breeds, Training level thru Grand Prix.  

 
Upcoming clinics at BrandyWine Farm are December 19 & 20, January 30 & 31, and February 13 & 14.   

Email Chris Nicoloff @ cnicoloff@hughes.net for info.     

mailto:cnicoloff@hughes.net
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Dallas Dressage Club ~ February 2010 

World -Class Education at Recession-Friendly Pricing  

If you need to step up your game just before the show season gets underway, now's your chance. DDC is 

pleased to sponsor and offer DDC member discounts at two educational events in February, featuring world-

class riders and competitors. To find out just what the judges are really looking for, check out:  

 

 

Improving Your Judging Eye & Showing Skills  

What Judges are Looking For  
Feb. 20-21  

Georgetown Library 

402 W. 8th Street 

Georgetown, TX  78626 

 

International Olympic dressage judge, Gary Rockwell will be the featured presenter at this two-day seminar. 

Gary has been a USEF judge for more than 25 years, and is one of only four International ñOò dressage judges 

in the U.S. As an FEI judge, he has officiated at Pan American Games, CHIO Aachen, FEI World Cup Finals, 

FEI European Championships, and the 2008 Beijing Olympics. As a dressage rider, Gary was a member of the 

USET, winning a Team Silver Medal at CHIO Rotterdam in 1993 and a Team Bronze at the 1994 FEI World 

Championships at The Hague, Netherlands. This continuing education program is part of the USDF program 

ñUpgrading Your Judging Eye Part I.ò  

 

Costs:  

Judge participants: Two-day program: $80 (DDC members $75 if paid by Feb. 1)  

Auditors: Two-day attendance: $50 (DDC members $40 if paid by Feb. 1)  

One-day attendance: $35 (DDC members $30 if paid by Feb. 1)  

For more information, go to www.AustinDressageUnlimited.net  

 

 

 

Jan Ebeling Clinic  

Feb. 20-21  

North Texas Equestrian Center  

1765 Southview Dr.  

Wylie, TX  75098  

 

You won't want to miss the chance to see World Equestrian Game competitor 

and Olympic contender Jan Ebeling work with local horses and riders and dem-

onstrate his approach to training that has made him a top international competi-

tor. At the 2003 Pan American Games in Santo Domingo, Jan was the highest 

ranking rider on the U.S. Gold Medal team and finished fifth individually with 

the stallion, Feleciano.  In 2008, Jan and his Oldenburg mare Rafalca, were con-

tenders for the U.S. Olympic team and in 2009 they represented the U.S. at the 

World Cup in Las Vegas.  A popular clinician, Jan has taught numerous USDF 

clinics for both adult amateurs and young riders. 

  

Costs:  

DDC Members: $30 per day if paid by Feb. 19 

Non Members: $40 per day if paid by Feb. 19 

On site registration: $50 DDC members, $60 non members 

For more information and registration forms, go to www.uswarmblood.com   

http://www.AustinDressageUnlimited.net
http://www.uswarmblood.com
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DDC member Jonathan Wentz 
named to USEF Youth Council  

 

DDC member Jonathan Wentz was 
named to the USEF Youth Council rep-
resenting the ParaEquestrian Discipline. 
 

53 0ÁÒÁ%ÑÕÅÓÔÒÉÁÎȭÓ ÎÏ× ÈÁÖÅ ÁÎ ÁÆÆÉÌÉȤ
ate organization, USPEA: United States 
ParaEquestrian Association which be-
came an officially recognized affiliate of 
the USEF at their 2010 Annual Meeting 
which is held simultaneously with the 
Youth Convention. 
 

He attended the 2010 Youth Convention 
in Louisville, KY January 15 ɀ 16, 2010 and 
met with other Youth Council members 
representing their affiliates to begin 
plans for the 2011 Convention and to dis-
cuss ways to promote their mission 
which is: Create a genuine commitment 
to the safety and well being of horse and 
rider, regardless of value or competition 
level; Advance the level of horsemanship 
across all disciplines throughout the 
United States; and, Generate interest 
between competitors and enthusiasts 
from all breeds and disciplines in the 
ÃÈÁÌÌÅÎÇÅÓ ÁÎÄ ÄÅÍÁÎÄÓ ÏÆ ÅÁÃÈ ÏÔÈÅÒÓȭ 
pursuits. 
 

The convention offered a terrific oppor-
tunity to expand his appreciation of all 
equestrian sports, and the workings of 
USEF in those sports as well as getting to 
meet other Youth equestrians from 
around the country. 
 

Youth convention participants were able 
to meet and learn from USEF President 
$ÁÖÉÄ /ȭ#ÏÎÎÏÒȟ /ÌÙÍÐÉÃ %ÖÅÎÔÉÎÇ 
ÍÅÄÁÌÉÓÔ +ÁÒÅÎ /ȭ#ÏÎÎÏÒȟ ÁÎÄ 53%& 
CEO John Long.  They also attended the 
Pegasus Awards Dinner where Steffen 
Peters received the 2009 USEF Equestrian of the Year award for the second consecutive year and Jessica Ranse-
housen was honored with the 2009 USEF Lifetime Achievement Award.  After the dinner convention members 
enjoyed a youth dance. 
 

Jonathan has been riding since the age of two and began competing in dressage at age thirteen. In November 
2008 he began training at North Texas Equestrian Center with Kai Handt, and in May 2009 he competed in his 
first CPEDI3* where he earned his certificate of capability for the 2010 World Equestrian Games and placed sev-
enth in the USEF ParaEquestrian Nationals. 
 

Jonathan will be competing  at Del Mar in March at a CPEDI3* and in June at the US ParaEquestrian Team Se-
lection Trials and the ParaEquestrian Nationals being held at Lamplight EC in preparation for the 2010 WEG in 
Lexington, KY.  For further information on Jonathan and his pursuits, go to www.jonathanwentz.org. 

Dallas Dressage Club ~ February 2010 
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2009 USDF Convention Report  
Submitted by Marsha Murray 1/9/10 
 

USDF 
Sam Barish retired from his position as president of USDF after many years of service to the organization. His 
vice president, George Williams, was groomed for the position of president and ran unopposed for that posi-
tion. An interim vice president will serve for a year; a new VP will be elected next year. 
 

53$& ÉÓ ÃÈÁÎÇÉÎÇ ÔÈÅÉÒ ÏÒÇÁÎÉÚÁÔÉÏÎÁÌ ÓÔÒÕÃÔÕÒÅ ÉÎ ÏÒÄÅÒ ÔÏ ȰÁÄÄ ÍÏÒÅ ÔÒÁÎÓÐÁÒÅÎÃÙȱ ÔÏ ÔÈÅ ÏÒÇÁÎÉÚÁÔÉÏÎ ÉÎ ÒÅȤ
ÓÐÏÎÓÅ ÔÏ ÃÒÉÔÉÃÉÓÍ ÁÂÏÕÔ ÔÈÅ ÍÁÎÙ ÃÌÏÓÅÄ ÍÅÅÔÉÎÇÓȢ )Ô ×ÁÓ ÐÒÏÐÏÓÅÄ ÔÈÁÔ ά ȰÁÔ ÌÁÒÇÅȱ ÄÉÒÅÃÔÏÒÓ ×ÏÕÌÄ ÂÅ ÅÌÅÃÔÅÄ 
by USDF committee chairs. The committee chairs are appointed by the Executive Board. Regional Directors will 
ÃÏÎÔÉÎÕÅ ÔÏ ÒÅÐÒÅÓÅÎÔ ÔÈÅÉÒ ÒÅÇÉÏÎÓȭ '-/Ó ÁÎÄ ÐÁÒÔÉÃÉÐÁÔÉÎÇ ÍÅÍÂÅÒÓȢ !Ô ÌÁÒÇÅ ÍÅÍÂÅÒÓ ×ÏÕÌÄ ÒÅÐÒÅÓÅÎÔ ÔÈÅ 
volunteer staff of USDF. 
 

An educational membership category was added for those members who do not ride but want access to the 
USDF online educational offerings. After concerns from the GMOs were voiced that such memberships may 
take away from GMO membership, Sam Barish stated he did not believe that would happen. GMOs are free to 
charge educational members for their club sponsored activities. The educational members would not receive 
any competition discounts. Education membership benefits include: online subscription to USDF Connection, 
discount on USDF merchandise, discount on educational content sponsored by Dressage Clinic.com and Dres-
sage Training on Line.com, discount and access to USDF sponsored live education offerings (Adult Clinics, FEI 
Jr/YR clinics and Symposium), access to USDF on line education programs and University credit. The adult fee 
is $35 and youth $10 effective 12/1/10. 
 

Effective 2011, GMO dues memberships dues increase to $20/member (from $17) and $10 for family members. 
USDF year begins 12/1/10. GMO rosters and dues are due then. Non-member competition fees, horse ID, life-
time horse registration fees were raised $10 each. 
 

Barbara Funk retired as secretary. A forensic accountant, Schubert, was elected. An independent audit firm was 
hired to audit the books. 
 

Bylaw changes: 
A GMOs delegate serves for a term of not less than one year. 
All USDF GMO family members are counted towards the GMOs voting strength. 
The intercollegiate/interscholastic membership was eliminated. 
'-/ ÍÅÍÂÅÒÓÈÉÐ ÔÏ 53$& ÔÅÒÍÉÎÁÔÅÓ ÁÔ ÔÈÅ ÅÎÄ ÏÆ ÔÈÅ 53$&ȭÓ ÍÅÍÂÅÒÓÈÉÐ ÙÅÁÒ ɉΫΫȾέΪɊ ÏÆ ÅÁÃÈ ÙÅÁÒȢ -ÕÓÔ 
send in rosters and dues by 12/1 of each year. 
USDF will go to an electronic ballot only. 
 

Region 9  
The Omnibus order form is available on the Region 9 website. The omnibus is available in print form, on line, 
flash drive or CD. On the online version, the ads show up  and links to vendors, etc are available. Last year, the 
Omnibus made a $8-9000 profit for the region. The profits funds: adult educational grants, youth educational 
grants, FEI Jr/YR expenses, travel funds for small GMO (TSDS), continuing education for Region 9 judges (open 
to all members), participating delegates for convention expenses, regional website, convention sponsorship, 
 

The region has educational grants for adult education or junior education. Grant applications may be found on 
the Region 9 website. 
 

It was recommended to start a fund to send 2 adult amateurs to the convention. 
 

53$& ÈÉÒÅÄ Á ÔÁØ ÁÔÔÏÒÎÅÙ ×ÈÏ ÓÔÁÔÅÄ ÔÈÅ '-/Ó ÄÏÎȭÔ ÈÁÖÅ ÔÏ ÓÕÂÍÉÔ ÁÒÔÉÃÌÅÓ ÏÆ ÉÎÃÏÒÐÏÒÁÔÉÏÎ ÏÒ ÔÁØ ÉÎÆÏÒÍÁȤ
tion to the USDF. Each GMO must send a GMO affidavit yearly. GMOs must file a IRS 990 form and submit to 
IRS; send updates to the state on officer updates to maintain state incorporation. 
 

The region made proposals to the Board of Governors (BOG) against USDF staff bonuses and raises, against at 
large members appointed by committee chairs and against the educational memberships.  

Dallas Dressage Club ~ February 2010 
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άΪΪγ 53$& #ÏÎÖÅÎÔÉÏÎ 2ÅÐÏÒÔ ɉÃÏÎÔȭÄɊ 
 
The Regional Championships will be held 11/4-7/10 in Houston. Entry forms are available in PDF format on line.  
 

The adult education clinic will be held on 3/20-21/10 in Hernando, MS with Charlotte Baker Bredahl. Contact 
Evie Tumlin for information.  
 

The next Region 9 meeting will be held 2/20-άΫȾΫΪ ÉÎ ÃÏÎÊÕÎÃÔÉÏÎ ×ÉÔÈ ÔÈÅ ÊÕÄÇÅÓȭ ÃÏÎÔÉÎÕÉÎÇ ÅÄÕÃÁÔÉÏÎ ÆÏÒÕÍ 
in Austin, TX.  The summer meeting will be in New Orleans; date to be announced. 
 

Region 9 Teaching Excellence award went to Marie Morgan. Horseperson of the Year was Lyndon Rife. 
 
 

Awards Committee  
For Breed awards, the breeder must choose one breed in which to compete; there is a fee to change breed rec-
ognition.  
 

The committee is working on new standards for awards. Now the USET competitions will count towards USDF 
awards.  
 

Freestyle award criteria was changed such that a rider must have two current year scores to count towards the 
award. A rider must have 2 non-freestyle scores of 60% of the highest test of the level before competing in a  
freestyle for that competition year. The rationale is that the Rider must meet a technical competency during the 
same year the freestyle is ridden.  
 

Australia is interested in adopting the USDF awards program.  
 
 

Test Writing Committee  
2011 is the year of the new tests. Currently the test writing committee (Axel Steiner, Hilda Gurney, Janet Foy, 
Hilary Clayton, George Williams) are writing and riding the new tests to be certain no mistakes are written into 
the tests as have occurred in years past. This committee makes the test changes as recommendations to the 
USEF Dressage Committee which either approves or disapproves the changes. USEF is official publisher of the 
dressage tests. The focus of the new tests is to demonstrate the correct training of the horse and rider and de-
sign tests which are appropriate to the level of training. There will be more differences between the levels and 
within the level.  
 

It was requested by upper level competitors that the tests be shorter.  
 

Most of the tests at each level are only 6 minutes long.  
 

There will only be 3 tests per level in training through third.  
 

Tests were rewritten to decrease the time of movements at C away from the judge. 
 

All qualifying tests are ridden in the large arena.  
 

Training Level changes: 
Training tests may be ridden in a small arena.  
There will be more movements at A.  
A stretching circle was added.  
Transitions are made at different locations.  
Training level tests may be printed on white paper. 
 

First & Second Level changes:  
Rising trot is appropriate through first level.  
No drastic changes made.  
More counter canter in Second III test.  
Transitions are between the letters.  
In First level the scores for walk transitions were reduced.  

Dallas Dressage Club ~ February 2010 
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άΪΪγ 53$& #ÏÎÖÅÎÔÉÏÎ 2ÅÐÏÒÔ ɉÃÏÎÔȭÄɊ 
 
A turn on the haunches away from the rail was added to second level as well as an earlier placed stretchy circle. 
 

Third Level 
Little change.  
The scores for transitions were reduced.  
Transitions are to be made at the letter.  
 

Fourth Level: 
Fourth level has been reworked such that Fourth 3 is not harder than Prix St. George.  
The whole level was reworked so that it is easier to ride.  
Flying changes: 3 on the diagonal; no stride counting.  
Only a schooling pirouette required.  
#ÏÌÌÅÃÔÅÄ ÃÁÎÔÅÒ ÏÎ Á ÓÔÒÁÉÇÈÔ ÌÉÎÅ ÔÏ ÔÈÅ ÓÃÈÏÏÌÉÎÇ ÐÉÒÏÕÅÔÔÅȠ ÎÏÔ Á ȰÒÏÌÌ ÂÁÃËȱȢ  
A snaffle bit may be used though fourth level except for FEI classes.  
 

Collective marks 
A suggestion was made to score each gait on submission, impulsion and rider technique.  
More emphasis is made on impulsion and correct training and less on flashy gaits.  
More directives were written against front to back transitions.  
 
 

Competition Management  
USEF now rates dressage shows similarly to hunter-jumper shows. There are different levels of recognized 
shows as well as different competition requirements. The competition levels information may be downloaded 
from the USEF website.  
 

Level I shows are geared towards new riders.  
 

Level II shows are what most nationally recognized shows are categorized.  
 

Level III shows must have qualifying classes and are geared to be high performance shows. Show managers and 
secretaries  must meet USEF criteria. 
 

Level IV & V shows must have a vet on the grounds, a safety coordinator, a accident preparedness plan.  
 

Arenas:  
Level III-IV: there must be 5 meters between arenas and the public.  
Level I&II : there must be2 meters between arenas and the public.  
High performance and regional championship shows: one arena per covered arena.  
 

If any arena opening is located at any place other than A, that opening must be closed during the ridden test.  
In recognized shows, lunging may not be done in the same arena as a mounted rider.  
Scribes must not be an owner, trainer or family member of any horse in their ring.  
 

The council is working on a pamphlet on how to properly prepare and submit show entries, developing a Mas-
ÔÅÒ 6ÅÒÉÆÉÃÁÔÉÏÎ ÓÙÓÔÅÍ ɉȰ3ÁÖÅ Á 4ÒÅÅ ÁÎÄ ÔÈÅ 3ÈÏ× 3ÅÃÒÅÔÁÒÙȭÓ 3ÁÎÉÔÙȱɊȟ ÁÎÄ ÒÅÖÉÓÉÎÇ ÓÅÃÔÉÏÎÓ ÏÆ 3ÈÏ× "ÉÚȢ  
 
 

Competitors Council  
This council/committee reviews the competition evaluation forms for concerns regarding judges, officials and 
shows and conveys those concerns to the USEF Federation Representative program. No serious issues were 
brought up.  
 
 

GMO Committee  
This committee will disband at end of year (part of USDF reorganization).  
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άΪΪγ 53$& #ÏÎÖÅÎÔÉÏÎ 2ÅÐÏÒÔ ɉÃÏÎÔȭÄɊ 
 
%ÁÃÈ '-/ȭÓ ÈÉÓÔÏÒÉÃÁÌ ÒÅÃÏÒÄÓ ÍÁÙ ÂÅ ÁÒÃÈÉÖÅÄ ÁÔ ÔÈÅ 53$&Ȣ 3ÅÎÄ ÁÎ ÁÆÆÉÌÉÁÔÅ ÆÏÒÍ ÔÏ ÖÅÒÉÆÙ ÍÅÍÂÅÒÓÈÉÐȢ  
 

GMO marketing ideas:  
(ÁÎÄ ÏÕÔ Ȱ3ÐÅÃÔÁÔÏÒÓ 'ÕÉÄÅ ÔÏ $ÒÅÓÓÁÇÅȱ ÐÁÍÐÈÌÅÔȢ )Ô ÉÓ ÁÖÁÉÌÁÂÌÅ ÆÏÒ ÆÒÅÅ ÁÔ 53$&ȟ ÃÏÎÔÁÃÔ 2ÏÓÅ #ÒÅÅÃÈȢ  
Organizing high school dressage programs with assistance from USDF.  
Having demonstrations at state fairs and festivals.  
Offer ride a test shows.  
Offering combined training tests with jumping classes.  
Encourage trainers to attend training seminars; add their names to GMO roster with a free ad in newsletter.  
 

Some GMOs add a fee to cover non-ÍÅÍÂÅÒÓȭ ÍÅÍÂÅÒÓÈÉÐ ÁÔ ÔÈÅ ÆÉÒÓÔ ÓÈÏ×Ȣ &ÏÒ ÅØÁÍÐÌÅȡ Á ÎÏÎ-member could 
be charged a non-member fee of $35 to show in our schooling shows. The fee would go towards their member-
ship.  
/ÆÆÅÒ '-/ ÌÏÇÏ ÍÅÒÃÈÁÎÄÉÓÅ ɉ×ÅȭÖÅ ÈÁÄ ÐÏÌÏ ÓÈÉÒÔÓ ÉÎ ÔÈÅ ÐÁÓÔɊȢ 3ÏÍÅ '-/Ó ÈÁÖÅ ÌÏÇÏ ÓÏÃËÓ ÆÏÒ ΗέȢ 
 

(ÏÒÓÅ ÓÉÍÕÌÁÔÏÒ ÓÅÍÉÎÁÒÓȡ ÍÅÃÈÁÎÉÃÁÌ ȰÈÏÒÓÅȱ ÓÉÍÕÌÁÔÏÒ ÉÓ ÁÖÁÉÌÁÂÌÅ ÆÏÒ ÓÅÁÔÉÎÇ ÓÅÍÉÎÁÒÓȢ 7ÅÌÌ ÒÅÃÅÉÖÅÄ ÂÙ 
other GMOs.  
 

Getting volunteers: contact the local military units, agricultural colleges, Boy/Girl Scouts and fire departments. 
Offering volunteer medals for service of incremental hours and are cumulative over the years.  
Making a GMO calendar with pictures of officers or members of GMO with their horses  
 

 

USEF Open Forum  
The USEF Dressage Committee is appointed by the USDF; athletes also nominate other members.  
 

George Williams discussed a proposed CDI for Junior/Young Riders. A pilot program with youth clinics is 
planned.  
 

Janet Foy reported that sponsors were retained for three Developing Horse program selection trials to be held 
in the Midwest.  
 

Axel Steiner reviewed the proposed test changes. USEF will have to approve the changes at their next conven-
tion in January, 2010. See Test Writing Committee for details.  
 

-ÁÒÉÁÎÎÅ ,ÕÄ×ÉÇ ÏÆ ÔÈÅ *ÕÄÇÅÓ #ÏÍÍÉÔÔÅÅ ÒÅÐÏÒÔÅÄ ÔÈÁÔ ÅÆÆÏÒÔÓ ×ÏÕÌÄ ÂÅ ÍÁÄÅ ÔÏ ÉÄÅÎÔÉÆÙ Ȱ3ÁÎÔÁ #ÌÁÕÓÅȱ ÁÎÄ 
ÅÖÉÌ ÊÕÄÇÅÓ ÁÓ ÂÏÔÈ ×ÅÒÅ ÂÁÄ ÆÏÒ ÔÈÅ ÓÐÏÒÔȢ #ÏÍÐÅÔÉÔÏÒÓ ×ÅÒÅ ÅÎÃÏÕÒÁÇÅÄ ÔÏ ÆÉÌÌ ÏÕÔ ÊÕÄÇÅÓȭ ÅÖÁÌÕÁÔÉÏÎ ÆÏÒÍÓȢ  
 

Janine Malone reported that there was no current mileage rule in dressage as the hunter jumpers have. There 
may be changes to this relative to the new levels of competitions.  
 

Arena modification was a hot topic. It was clarified that the rules in the past regarding arena modifications were 
not enforced. This is now incorporated in the levels of competitions. Allowances are made due to extreme 
weather. The levels of competitions form will specify which competitions may modify arena sizes.  
 
 

AQHA  
The AQHA has approved dressage as a recognized discipline for AQHA points. AQHA classes may be incorpo-
rated starting with Training Level. There is a $50 competition approval fee sanctioned 60 days in advance. 
53$&Ⱦ53%& ÊÕÄÇÅÓ ÍÕÓÔ ÂÅ ÍÅÍÂÅÒÓ ÏÆ !1(! ɉÍÁÎÙ ÓÈÏ×Ó ÁÒÅ ÐÁÙÉÎÇ ÊÕÄÇÅÓȭ ÍÅÍÂÅÒÓÈÉÐÓ ÏÆ ΗήΪɊȢ *ÕÄÇÅÓ 
must abide by AQHA rule 438: must wear a western hat.  The rider must be an AQHA member and the horse 
registered. Recognized USDF shows are eligible.  
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